
The R e a l  R u n a b o u t s Index

by Anthony Mollica, Jr.

A Complete Index... Real Runabouts I-VII

Bob Speltz also published a book devoted to 
Outboard Motors and another one devoted 
to Wooden Canoes. They are complete 
volumes and their contents are not included 
in the Real Runabouts Index.

They are available from the  
Ship’s Stores for just  $15  each.

A New Look at Bob Speltz’s 
                         Real Runabouts

... the most comprehensive 
collection of vintage boat 
information made easy to search... 
thanks to renowned author 
anthony mollica, jr.

“Great bits of information 
made easy to find – for $6”
         – Gene Por ter, ACBS President

About the Author

Anthony Mollica, Jr. has been an enthusiastic wooden boater 
since he was thirteen. He is a frequent speaker on classic boating 
topics and the well-known author of several books devoted to the 
history of classic wooden boat builders. He has been an active 
member of A.C.B.S. for more than twenty-five years and spends 
his summers boating in the Thousand Islands. He and Bob 
Speltz became friends in 1979 and often shared information and 
photographs to strengthen their independent research efforts. 

Two of Mollica’s books, Gar Wood Boats and Dodge Boats 
are regarded as very significant pioneering efforts among 
serious boat collectors with vital, groundbreaking research 
not previously available. These popular books have become 
important references for vast numbers of classic boat 
enthusiasts, boating periodicals and Marine Museums. 

The Real Runabouts Index will provide readers with a convenient and accurate way to locate the information quickly on any particular boat 
builder. By using the Index, it can be determined if you have the proper volume (or volumes) required to cover the boats of a specific builder. 
It can also be determined if there is another volume or two in the series that you may need to acquire to complete your search. Every volume is 
a treasure trove of information and rare illustrations. The Index may direct you to that bit of information that has been so hard to find. 



The Real Runabouts - (123 pages) 
The first Speltz book provides 
vintage boating enthusiasts with 
important information on several 
popular boats produced by 
major North American runabout 
builders plus data on a number of 
significant regional and custom 
boat builders.

$30

Volume III – (330 pages)  
Now a well-recognized researcher, 
Speltz receives information and 
photographs from many sources to 
further expand his work with the 
boat builders in Volumes I and II 
along with twenty-eight additional 
builders including a valuable 
Technical Section.

$40

Volume V – (287 pages)  
Speltz combines his important 
research on fourteen lesser-known 
North American boat builders 
with expanded information on 
sixteen major builders in America, 
Canada and Europe.

$40

Volume VII – (112 pages)  
The final volume in the series 
includes more American, 
Canadian and European runabout 
builders along with important 
information on ten contemporary 
builders of wooden runabouts plus 
an extensive section with vintage 
photographs.

$30

Volume II – (230 pages)  
With the huge success of the 
Real Runabouts, author Bob 
Speltz, continues with reporting 
on seven additional builders 
along with twenty regional 
and custom builders as well as 
providing a Technical Section 
and more information on the 
builders that appear in Volume I.

$30

Volume IV - (315 pages)  
This special volume establishes 
another important milestone for 
vintage boaters by focusing on 
seventy-four North American 
builders of wooden outboard 
boats. 

$40

Volume VI – (342 pages)  
In this volume we read about 
thirty-one runabout builders 
along with thirteen one-of-a-
kind runabout builders plus a 
dozen technical articles written 
by contributing experts in 
various areas of specialization. 

$40

Get the Entire Real Runabouts Collection from the Ship’s Stores
“What is truly remarkable is that Bob’s research ultimately identified two hundred seventy individual boat builders that 
produced noteworthy runabouts. Each of these builders is included in specific volumes within the series. Many well-respected 
marine historians would be hard-pressed to identify the names of more than twenty runabout builders. His runabout series has 
become the essential library for serious research on every vintage runabout, utility and sport boat builder. Bob Speltz’s books 
have become an important cornerstone for our hobby.”          – Anthony Mollica, Jr.

To Order these or any other 
Ship’s Stores items:

Call HQ at 315.686.2628 or
fax 315.686.2680 with Visa/MC
or email hqs@acbs.org


