
Southern New England Chapter 
Boat Registration, Model Makers and Awards 

 
Throughout June and into the first couple of days in July, we had a steady stream of inquiries and boat 
registrations come in.  This year, as in other years, we had new boats register and there was a total of 19 
boats judged – a few more than last year. 
 
The weather on Friday July 7th didn’t really cooperate until later in the afternoon when the rain stopped 
and boats started to be launched.  By the time the Essex Lions were ready to serve dinner the skies had 
brightened and the rain had completely stopped. 
 
It rained slightly overnight, but boats started arriving early and we were able to get everyone launched 
in time for the 9:00 show opening to the public and the beginning of judging.  Attendance was a little 
sparse at the beginning, but by lunch time we had a good crowd, with people milling about on the 
museum lawn, the docks and the Lay House lawn where there were some vintage cars AND boats as 
well as the museum staff working on a couple of skiffs.   
 
Matt Barnes, Chief Shipwright at the Mystic Seaport gave a wonderful slide show presentation on the 
restoration of the Mayflower II.  If you haven’t been to Mystic recently, please make a point of going 
and seeing the work that is being done on the Mayflower II – it is amazing! 
 
The Mystic Model Makers outdid themselves again with the models they brought this year.  Their 
newest model maker, Abby Gerrity (age 11) joined the group with her model of a 1934 Hacker Craft 24 
foot race boat.  It was busy around the table with many pictures being taken and questions asked. 
 
Donahue’s Madison Beach Grille again did an outstanding job with cocktails and dinner.  Dessert was a 
big hit with chocolate mousse and strawberry shortcake parfaits.   
 
Chief Judge David McFarlin explained the judging criteria and thanked the judges for their participation.  
Several of our new chapter members’ entries won awards and there were a couple of multiple awards. A 
total of 9 first place awards were given as well as 8 2nd place awards.  The complete list of awards will be 
posted on the Chapter website shortly. 
 
My thanks to the Connecticut River Museum for the beautiful venue and to all the volunteers who 
helped launch, dock and coordinate the boats and trailers as well as those who helped out during the 
show.  Without the team work of our many volunteers our show would not run as well as it does. 
 
The date for our 34th Vintage Treasures Antique and Classic Boat Show will be the weekend of July 13-
15, 2018 on the grounds of the CT River Museum.  I look forward to seeing everyone in November at the 
annual dinner (more information to be forthcoming) and at next year’s show! Lynn McFarlin-Chapter 
President. 
 



33rd Annual Vintage Treasures (formerly Mahogany Memories) Boat Show Awards-2017 
 
First Place Awards 

Boat Name Year Make Owner 

  
1948 

 
Chris Craft Deluxe 

Ralph Jones (shown by 
Boyd Mefferd) 

Class Act 1935 Garwood Chris Johnson 

Sweet Jane 1957 Hiliner Brian Carey 

Driftwood 1954 Chris Craft Sea Skiff Paul Mertz 

 1951 Penn Yan Swift Thomas Davenport 

Wood-Ya! 1946  Chris Craft Deluxe John Rau 

Old Timer 1959 Chris Craft Ski Boat Richard Haupt 

Cast Away 1961 Grady White Rich Rosselli 

Bounty 1950 Greavette/Dispro Wes Van Dine 

 
 
Second Place Awards 

Boat Name Year Make Owner 

Lucky Dog 1950 Chris Craft Riviera Glenn Keegan 

 1947 Penn Yan Cartopper David Wilson 

 1958 Wagemaker Joe D’Amico 

Rose 1954 R. Rich Bill Stevens 

Water Rat! 1972 Sanger John Genelli 

 1973 Chris Craft XL 22 John Bakke 

Tinker Bell 1949 A.R.C. Frank Boccia 

Telstar 1964 Custom Craft Todd Williams 

 
 

Special Awards 

Award Boat Name Year Make Owner 

Best Restored Old Timer 1959 
Chris Craft Ski Boat  

Rich Haupt 

Best Preserved Bounty 1950 Greavette Dispro Wes Van Dine 

Judges Choice Tinker Bell 1949 A.R.C. Frank Boccia 

Peoples Choice Tinker Bell 1949 A.R.C. Frank Boccia 

Best Chris Craft Old Timer 1959 Chris Craft Ski Boat 
 
Rich Haupt 

Best GarWood Class Act 1935 22 ft. Runabout Chris Johnson 

Best Non-Wood  1973 Chris Craft XK22 John Bakke 

Most Original (ACBS 
Award) 

 1948 Chris Craft Deluxe 
Ralph Jones (shown by 
Boyd Mefferd) 

     

     
     
     
     

 



Southern New England Chapter Boat Show-Ship’s Store and Raffles 
 
 

Each year the Southern New England Chapter conducts a raffle during the Friday night cookout which is 
just for SNEC members as well as a much larger raffle that is open to the general public the day of the 
boat show.  All of the prizes at our raffle are donated by local merchants as well as SNEC chapter 
members.  We also had a silent auction with some absolutely wonderful donations! 
 
Again this year, many shops in Essex and the surrounding area provided us with gift certificates or gift 
cards.  Mohegan Sun, Foxwoods and the Ocean House (Watch Hill, RI) gave us generous donations as 
did California artist Paul Bailey (who designed the poster for this year), artist Darrell Bush and others. 
 
The ship’s store again had the “Chris Craft Pin-up Girls” tee shirts and the “hunk” shirts (done by 
California artist Paul Bailey). The “hunks” sold out immediately!  Since we have now changed our name 
from Mahogany Memories to Vintage Treasures we offered all our old stock at reduced prices.  We had 
some framed vintage advertising ads and some older SNEC Show posters (some from Candlewood Lake 
when the show was there) that Lee Heinzman framed for the chapter for sale and they sold very well.  
We also had some very nice classic boating books that people were picking up, either for themselves or 
for gifts. 
 
Rob and Kim manned the “People’s Choice/Information” booth again this year and assisted with the 
completion of the “People’s Choice” Award and general information about the Antique and Classic Boat 
Society. 
 
Even though our chapter is considered mid-size, it still takes a lot of coordination and team work to 
make everything run smoothly.  My sincere thanks to all the volunteers who helped out during set up, 
“sales time” and take down.  A special “thank you” goes to all the chapter members and merchants for 
their continued support of the raffle and silent auction over the years. – Bette Heinzman, Chapter 
Secretary and Raffle Chairperson. 
 


